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Application/Control Number: 10/602,245 
Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the applicant's communication filed on June 23, 2003. 
Claims 1-24 are currently pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bingham 
et al (US 2002/0069094) (hereinafter referred to as Bingham). 

Referring to Claims 1, 9, and 17: 

Bingham method, machine readable medium for providing instructions which 
cause the processor to perform the method (page 3 [0025]), and a system (Figs. 1, 2a, 2b, 
3) for performing the method comprising: 

receiving a request for a function space at a digital processing system, the digital 
processing system containing an availability information for one or more fiinction spaces 
at a plurality of remote properties and a set of pricing rules for one or more function 
spaces, the request including a plurality .of criteria (page 1 [0008], page 3 [0029], Fig. 4 
(404), (410); 

determining an availability of the requested function space based upon the 
availability information and one or more of the criterion (Fig. 5 (512) Are the Specified 
Meeting Facility Resources Available for Reservation?, page 1 [0008], page 4 [0033]) 
and 
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determining a price for the requested function space based upon the set of pricing 
rules and one or more of the criterion (page 1 [0008], page 4 [0033], Fig. 5 (516) Price 
the Meeting Package Based on the Customer Profile). 

Referring to Claims 2, 10, and 18: 

Bingham discloses a method, medium and system wherein the plurality of criteria 
includes criteria selected fi-om a group of criteria consisting of date (arrival date, 
departure date), day-part (morning/afternoon), current demand (number of attendees, 
number of rooms) and supplementary sales ((Food and Beverage Information (Fig. 4 
(404), Figs. 7-14). 

Referring to Claims 3, 1 1, and 19: 

Bingham discloses a method, medium and system wherein the plurality of remote 
properties are individual hotels of a hotel chain (Figs. 11-12). 
Referring to Claims 4, 12 and 20: 

Bingham discloses a method, medium and system further comprising providing 
the price for the requested function space to a user in real-time (page 1 [0008] - a 
customer profile associated with the user may be used to determine the price of the 
meeting package or its component resources. The meeting package may be defined or 
reserved based on various meeting facility criteria input by the user, real time facility 
inventory data, or facility reservation rules. Fig. 5 [516], page 4 [0033], page 5 [0038]. 

Referring to Claims 5, 13 and 21 : 

Bingham discloses method, medium and system further con^rising: 
receiving an acceptance of the price for the requested function space from the user; and 
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establishing a reservation for the requested function space (Fig. 4 (416), Fig. 5 (516), Fig. 
1 2 (confirmation number, grand total), page 5 [[0037]). 
Referring to Claims 6, 14 and 22: 

Bingham discloses a method, medium and system further conq)rising receiving a 
rejection of the price for the requested function space from the user; and 
providing alternatives to one or more of the plurality of criteria in real-time (Figs. 4-5, 

Fig. 11). 

Referring to Claims 7, 15 and 23: 

Bingham discloses a method, medium and system wherein establishing a 
reservation for the requested function space includes allocating a function space of a 
specified category, the category specified by one or more category related criteria 
included in the plurality of criteria of the request (Figs. 4-5, page 1 [0008]). 

Referring to 8, 16 and 24: 

Bingham discloses a method, medium and system wherein the category related 
criteria include one or more criterion selected from the group consisting of attendance 
(Fig. 7 (706), event type (customer type Fig. 4) (page 4 [0033]), setup styles (Fig. 9 (906) 
(Setup Classroom) and area (Fig. 7 (708) (Figs 7-14). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Reservations Online and On Deadline discloses a online hotel booking options 
which is tied directly to the electronic reservation systems of participating hotels. 

Tokan discloses a seat reservation system which enables customers to easily 
reserve a seat. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan Mooneyham whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8554. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




